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Amplifier
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Electronics Focus Linear Tube Audio ZOTL40 Mk Il Power Amplifier

Specs & Pricing

Type: Push-pull, Class AR Dimensions: 94" x 8.53" x
ﬂu!pul power: -1-[1'!.\.']“: o 8 14.5

Weight: 9.7 lbs

Price: 50800

ohms, S1Wpce (e 4 ohms
Tube complement: Two
12AXT. two 12AUT. four
KT77

Sensitivity: 1.2V

LINEAR TUBE AUDIOD
lineartubeaudio.com
Input impedance: 50k
ohms

hifilineartubeaudio, com

Cutput impedance: 1.6

ohms

ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT

Speakers: Hassznlla Platinum Edition Mk2 [DIY)

Analog source: Kuzma Reference turntable and Stogi

Eeference 313 VTA tonearm, Clearaudio da Vinel V2 me

Digital sources: MacBook Pro laptop running Amarra

V3.04 saoftware, April Music Eximus DP1 DAC, Mod

Wrnight modified Sony XA-5400ES SACD player

Preamplifiers: Nouveau Flamingo (DIY), Brown Au

dio Labs SP-18B, Experience Music autoformer volume

control

Cablesa: FMS Nexus-2, Wireworld, and Kimber KCAG

interconnects, Kimber KCAG speaker cable

AJC Power: Monarchy Audio AC-Repenerator, Souind
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Tech Talk

Inmany respects the ZOTLAO is similar to the ZH-230 amplifier | reviewed in Issue 210.

One obvious difference is the switch from TV sweep tubes—which David Berning has
used in many of his designs—to audio tubes, specifically the EL%4 power pentode. According
to Berning, sweep tubes such as the ZH-230's 33IV6 really shine when they are used with
screen drive in triode mode at high plate voltages since both high-power output and effi-
ciency can be had in such a configuration. The Berning Quad Z does exactly that, but neither
the ZH-230 nor the ZOTL4O use the output tubes that way. The atiraction of the 33JV6, says
David, was its availability as inexpensive and good quality new old stock (NOS). He concedes
that a disadvantage for the sweep tubes is that they may not be available in all countries
under the same type number, or available as replacements from many vendors, The EL34, on
the other hand, is readily available and has quite a following, though locating great-sounding
new production is not so easy, while NO5 is hard to find and quite expensive.

Another significant change was to lower the operating frequency of the ZOTL4Q's imped-
ance converter to 250kHz from the 500kHz used in the ZH-230. Berning has been phasing
in this change on many of his newer designs because he wants to increase the frequency at
which the switching power supply is operated from 70kHz to the same frequency as the ZOTL.
And since it is not practical to operate the power supply at 500kHz for efficiency reasons,
the commoen frequency was set to 250kHz. The benefit is that when the power supply and
the ZOTL operate at the same frequency, noise from intermodulation between harmanics of
70kHz and the ZOTL frequency is eliminated.
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4 Times the Fun!

ANDROS TESSERA PHONOSTAGE

MADE IM THE USA
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WWW.ZESTOAUDIO.COM
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